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Continuous wood drying
greatness by Valutec

Sawmills around the world are discovering the profits of Valutec’s 

TC continuous kilns. Like Pleasant River sawmill group, that recently 

became our first site in North America. They are now experiencing 

a shorter drying process, higher quality and the intelligent simulator 

that makes Valutec’s kilns the leading product on the market. 

Read more at www.valutec.ca

The installation process was smooth without 

any major issues. And when we saw one of 

the kilns in our mill for the first time we knew 

we made the right decision.

Jason Brochu, owner of Pleasant River Lumber

By Terry Miller

Pleasant River Adding Third Spruce Mill in Fall

D
over-Foxcroft, ME–Pleasant River Lumber, lo-

cated here, bought its first sawmill in 2004 and has 

been on a growth trajectory ever since.

Operated by brothers Chris and Jason Brochu, the 

company now owns four sawmills throughout Maine, two 

of which produce 200 million feet of Spruce dimensional 

lumber while the other two produce 35 million feet of 

Eastern White Pine annually. Customers are wholesalers, 

wholesale distributors and buying groups largely along the 

East Coast.

“We have a lot of pride in being a U.S. owned com-

pany,” Jason Brochu said. “We employ over 300 people 

in predominately rural areas of Maine and procure most 

of our log supply from Maine. We are very proud of the 

direct and indirect employment we support throughout the 

state.” 

Pleasant River Lumber originally was focused on 

Spruce when the company bought and began modernizing 

its first sawmill here. The company entered the Eastern 

White Pine business with its acquisition of two sawmills in 

Hancock and Sanford, ME in 2010 and 2012, respectively.

Extensive renovations began after those purchases. 

Capital improvements to the Hancock mill included 

construction of a new boiler and two Nyle dry kilns, 

replacement of several pieces of obsolete mill breakdown 

equipment, addition of mill optimization, new truck scales 

and improvements to mill controls, yard and storage. The 

goal was to develop an up-to-date facility that could com-

petitively produce, dry and dress 15 million board feet of 

White Pine annually.

In Sanford, improvements included the addition of mill 

optimization, replacement of obsolete mill breakdown 

equipment, installation of a four-head resaw and optimized 

edger, new bi-product handling and processing equipment, 

and construction of additional drying capacity. The goal: 

production, drying and dressing of 17.5 million board feet 

of White Pine annually.

“We can no longer compete by running older sawmills,” 

Jason Brochu remarked. “We need to have modern manu-

facturing facilities.”

A second Spruce sawmill was added with the purchase 

of the Moose River facility in Jackman, ME in 2015. The 

sawmill produces 100 million board feet of dimension 

lumber annually, and has won 2012 Governor’s Award for 

Business Excellence as well as a 2014 NELMA Safety 

Award for its planer operations. 

In 2018, ground was broken on a third Spruce mill in 

West Enfield, which is expected to go online in the fall of 

this year. It will produce an additional 50 million board 

feet on one shift. All together, Pleasant River Lumber 

employs about 300 people.

“The consistency in our grade and our products has 

proven itself in the market,” Brochu said. “We produce 

lumber from some of the best forests in the world. We 

have really high-quality fiber coming from naturally grow-

ing forests, not plantations. It does make a difference.”

Over $25 million has been invested to modernize the 

“The consistency in our 

grade and our products has 

proven itself in the market. We 

produce lumber from some of 

the best forests in the world. 

We have really high-quality 

fiber coming from naturally 

growing forests, not planta-

tions. It does make a differ-

ence.”

–  Jason Brochu, co-owner, 

Pleasant River Lumber

The Brochu brothers, Chris and Jason, are proud of the newly installed Carbotech trimming and sorting line.

Continued on page 37

This planer infeed was replaced recently with an electric drive miller feed system.
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King Forest Industries

www.kingforest.com 

Producing 30 million board 
feet of Eastern White Pine

Drying capacity 1.3 million 
board feet

Lumber heavy to 4/4 thru 8/4

Weathered Barnboard

Circle sawn face

Circle sawn face

“Our Lumber is Dried to 12 or less.”

Specializing in Eastern White Pine
30 Million ft Capacity

NELMA Grades

Your Trusted Partner in Lumber

John King and Joe King - Sales

53 Eastside Rd., Wentworth, NH 03282

Ph: 603-764-5711 • Fax: 603-764-9654

For sales, contact:

John King - john@kingforest.com or

Joe King - joe@kingforest.com

• Shop • All Patterns - All Grades

• Grade Specific to Your Lumber Needs

• 12% Max Moisture Content

Guaranteed with In-line Moisture Meters

• All Lumber HT • SFI Certified

Products:

Paneling

Siding

Clean Band Face

Clean Circle Sawn Face

Many Rougher Head Products

Chain & Nail
SFI - 01340

PLEASANT RIVER - Continued from page 4

original Dover-Foxcroft facility. A new planer mill was most recently added, 

along with Autolog Optimization and a Carbotech 24-bin sorter. “It has been 

running since the middle of May,” Brochu said. “Right now, we are running 

two shifts, but we have only got six people per shift. We’ve got an electric drive 

system that we are installing and that will get planer production up to where we 

should be able to run the mill at capacity.”

The Brochus also are installing progressive kilns from Valutec, becoming the 

first company in North America to do so. “Obviously, we have a very challenging 

climate in Dover and more so in Jackman, which is 90 miles from here,” Brochu 

explained. “It’s very cold, with a lot of snow. We were concerned with dual path 

continuous kilns, with having those doors open all the time, about the heat loss 

and how to control it and how much boiler capacity we would need. With the 

progressive kiln, there’s multiple stages inside the kiln and as the lumber moves 

inside the kiln, the doors shut on both ends so the kiln seals.”

Chris read about Valutec’s progressive kiln in a trade magazine. His interest 

piqued, the brothers took off for Sweden to investigate. “We visited several Swed-

ish sawmills that were using Valutec products and they exceeded our highest ex-

pectations in terms of the details, quality of design and energy efficiency,” Jason 

Brochu said. “We saw one that was 38 years old that was still operating great. At 

the end of the day, it was a very easy decision.

“Their guarantees on steam consumption were a big attraction because with a 

continuous kiln we would have had to upgrade our boilers or add another boiler 

because of the amount of steam they need,” Jason Brochu said. “With these, we 

can use our existing boiler capacity. They also guarantee a very low standard 

deviation on moisture content. We will be able to dry lumber faster and have a 

better quality product. This is very important for our current products and espe-

cially important as the CLT market, with its very stringent moisture requirements, 

develops.”

Jason and Chris Brochu are shown in front of one of their 32 company-owned trucks. Lumber is being graded and flag stamped in the newly installed planer mill.

Continued on page 39
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Western Red Cedar Vertical Grain Finish 1-800-427-8253

Siskiyou
Forest
Products
A & Btr VG Finish Products
1x2-1x12 5/4 x 4 - 5/4 x 12 2x4 - 2x12
4x4 Kiln Dried

The Ultimate Softwood for Craftsmen.
Interior or Exterior few species exhibit
the impressive character of Clear
Vertical Grain WRC. We take
extraordinary care to provide a Finished
product ensuring Impeccable quality.
Our inventory on Kiln Dried Material
can support fast lead-times and
consistent tallies. Call us Today.

The Dover-Foxcroft facility produces 6-foot to 16-foot Spruce, 1x3, 1x4 and 
1x6. In dimension, it produces 2x3 up to 2x10, 6-foot through 16-foot. 

A Valutec progressive kiln also is being installed in the Moose River facility, 
which will run a small line and a big line. “We are going to have capacity for 150 
million feet if we can build the labor up for two full shifts,” Brochu said, noting 
that the tight labor market was particularly challenging in such a sparsely settled 
area.

Pleasant River Lumber seems well-positioned in regard to transportation. In 
2016, it bought a trucking company; most of its 32 trucks deliver wood by-prod-
ucts to buyers throughout the state. An in-house dispatcher, Darrell Newby, sends 
all lumber through independent carriers.  The new Enfield facility will be on a rail 
line, while the Moose River location is about one mile from rail.

Though Pleasant River Lumber is a first-generation business, lumber runs in the 
Brochu family. The brothers’ father, Adrian, was a logger–as was his father– be-

Chris Brochu and General Manager Mike Lebrun are shown in front of the sorter at the 
under-construction West Enfield sawmill.

This sawmill building is part of the new construction at the West Enfield facility. 

Learn more at www.pleasantriverlumber.com

PLEASANT RIVER - Continued from page 37

fore he built his first sawmill in the late 1970’s.
So what makes Pleasant River Lumber unique? “It’s definitely our consistent 

quality,” Chris Brochu said. “We’ve worked extremely hard to get to the point 
where our products are well-known in the market.”

Pleasant River Companies is a member of North American Wholesale Lumber 
Association and the Northeastern Lumber Manufacturers Association. 
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